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The kiln and clinker cooler section at Selvalegre cement plant in Equador. 


The Association of Consulting Engineers of Canada (ACEC) is a national non-profit 
business organization founded in 1925 under a Federal Charter. The ACEC 
represents more than 875 member-firms operating across Canada with over 75 
different fields of specialization. 


During the last two decades the professional reputation earned by the ACEC 
member-firms has created a twenty fold increase in the demands for their services 
by countries beyond Canada’s borders. The ACEC and its member-firms’ activities 
in international markets are prompted through participation in, and/or in co- 
operation with, organizations such as the International Federation of Consulting 
Engineers (FIDIC), CIDA and the World Bank amongst other international 
institutions. Working in international markets requires a great deal of 
accommodation and adaptation to changing policies and practices in Canada and 
abroad. 
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Engineering consultants rely heavily on the exportation of their services. In 1977, 
17 % ($200 million) of total billings were derived from abroad. 


The ACEC estimates that one million dollars worth of consulting work generates 
sales of five million dollars worth of goods and services in other sectors of the 
Canadian economy. The conversion to the metric system by consulting engineers 
therefore increases the demand in Canada for metric products. In this way it 
stimulates many other sectors of the economy to convert. 


The ACEC strongly feels that conversion to the metric system should be 
implemented rapidly and efficiently. 


This success story has been identified as a result of the activities of the Working 
Group on Metric Export/Import Trade. Formed in 1975 from within Metric 
Commission Canada’s Steering committees, this working group’s stated objective 
is to identify and disseminate information about existing and future trade 
opportunities arising out of metric conversion. 


Additional information on this association and its operation may be obtained from: 


Association of Consulting Engineers of Canada 
130 Albert Street, Suite 616 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KiP 5G4 


Telex: 0534943 
Telephone: (614) 236-0569 
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